The Third Arab-Israeli War
writing in the Washington Post of 3 July 1967, contended that
the Soviet Government had passed on to Cairo, in early May,
the report of a large concentration of Israeli troops along the
Syrian border when, in fact, there were no more than a com-
pany of 120 Israeli soldiers in that particular area at that time.
Even the U.N. observers along the Israeli-Syrian borders con-
firmed toward the end of May that they had no evidence of
the alleged troop movements. According to Churchill, the Rus-
sians were probably alarmed by the possibility of a punitive
Israeli raid on Syria and wanted Nasser to commit his forces
fc4to deter the Israelis from attacking".^ The U.S. Ambassador
to the UAR at that time, Richard H. Nolte, subsequently ex-
pressed the same view that the Soviet Union uhad connived
in triggering" Nasser's initial move that led to the war.sl A
similar point of view was also expressed by the Christian Science
Monitor which believed that the Soviet Union had "played a major
role in the events leading to the six-day Arab Israeli war (in
information of such vital and urgent importance? There are other chan-
nels of information m such cases. Why then was the attempt made to
cover up the origins of the warning?" Laqueur, Road to War, 2n., p, 86.
so Washington Post, 3 July 1967, p. Bl.
3i Mr. Nolte believed that after the Israeli reprisal raids against Jordan
and Syria, particularly the shooting down of the seven Syrian MIG fighters
on 8 April 1967, by the Israeli Air Force, the Russians quite possibly
decided that thfc could not be allowed to go on further and that there
had to be some resolute action by Nasser to stop the Israelis and to pro-
tect the Syrians and thereby recapture the "hero image". Nasser's frustra-
tion in Yemen and elsewhere in the Arab world perhaps prompted him
to make a big show of reinforcing the UAR troops in the Sinai and call
for the removal of the U.N. Emergency Force. Mr. Nolte also believed
that the Russians encouraged Nasser to think that they were better pre-
pared militarily than was actually the case. He suggested that Moscow
was willing to help Nasser in his efforts to bolster his declining prestige,
but it was not clear whether they initiated the entire manoeuver, i.e.» the
closing of the Strait of Tiran. But if they did, events quickly got out of
their control. New York Times, 12 September 1967, p. 6.
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